Themes and Issues Paragraphs

· Antigone explores the issue of Religious in conflict with the Laws of the State. The agon in Episode 1 between Creon and Antigone reveals this issue as Antigone champions the religious duty to bury the dead and Creon aggressively expresses his belief that only patriots who were in support of the Law of the State should be honoured by burial rites. This is clear in Creon’s lines:

· “Eteocles died fighting on our behalf”

· and, “Never the same for the patriot and the traitor!”

· A second issue in Antigone is the exploration of Hubris versus Piety. Hubris is explored in Episode 3 when Creon dismisses Teiresias’s predictions. This is Hubristic because the predictions come from the gods. Creon thinks that Teiresias has been bribed which is a very dishonourable accusation of a seer/profit of the gods. Creon insults the gods when he says:

· Just don’t speak it out for profit!”

· A third theme explored in Antigone is the conflict between Men and Women. In the prologue Sophocles gives us Ismene as a feminine character and Antigone as a character fighting for female rights. It was women’s duty in Greek culture to bury the dead and Antigone fights for this. However, in doing so she has to take on male characteristics. Ismene highlights the struggle between men and women and Antigone’s unfeminine confrontation with men through her line:

· We are women, we are not born to contend with men.”

· A fourth theme raised by Sophocles in Antigone is of Teenage Rebellion. In 5th Century BC Athens the new democracy had triggered young people to rebel & demand rights. Sophocles shows us this through Antigone standing up to her uncle Creon. The chorus point out the ability of young people to see truth and rebel against their elders through the leaders line:

· She hasn’t learned to bemd before adversity.”

· A fifth theme, and the final one I would explore in my production is War and its power over populations. In the 5th Century BC Sophocles was worried about the power of a war leader to sway the democracy. Creon displays this fear of Sophocles and the power of war to hold a population in sway through his opening line:

· “My countrymen, the ship of state is safe.”

Acting Question

Character & Characterisation

· Clues from Text = Lines, “We k now who the character is because of the lines they say.

· Interpretation  = Clues from the text, 4 paragraphs ( 4 points on chracterisation details. 

· 8 Marks

Performance

To communicate Creon’s nature as a tyrant I would use aggressive gestures, piercing eye contact and frustrated tones.

8 marks for Part A 

8 Marks for part B

2 marks  intro and conc

Intro = Play, Playwright, Character chosen, Answer to question, and statement on how you perform these details , for example, Why and how she’s rebellious, I would perform this rebellion through a variety of means including movement and voice.

Conclusion Antigone is… I know this from evidence in text. I would show this through…

Finally…. Profound statements!

